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the size of the electorate at this stage, but its defects pro-
duced " the anomalous result of conferring the franchise on
several people who are illiterate, while at the same time
denying the vote to considerable numbers of adult literates." 1
The electoral system, owing to the adoption of property
qualifications as the general basis for franchise, excluded
the general body, the poor, nearly all the women and the
bulk of the Depressed classes. It resulted in a discrimina-
tory enfranchisement of various classes in the Punjab, where
the agrarian legislation known as the Alienation of Land
Act of 1900 precluded members of non-agricultural tribes
from dispossessing members of agricultural tribes of land.
Again, junior members of the family under the Indian joint
family system could not be enfranchised. These were some
of the outstanding defects of the franchise under the Reforms
of 1919. The planning of constituencies for the Provincial
Legislatures had seriously prejudiced the representation of
minority communities. Some of the rural constituencies
were as large as the whole of Scotland ; and the reader may
well imagine how such unwieldy constituencies, under Indian
conditions, would fulfil the purpose of a democratic political
system.
I am often asked what use has been made of the vote
by the enfranchised population, It is true that the novelty
of the election campaign, which must be a source of attraction
to the voters, provided them with some excitement. The
success of the campaign, is, however, dependent on party
organization. From the figures quoted opposite, showing
percentage of votes polled, it is clear that the electorate
responds whenever there is an effective organization for
rousing enthusiasm in the election. The first election was
held in 1920, when the Congress took no part in it and left
the electoral field to the Liberals, who were handicapped
by their want of organization. But the increase in the
percentage of votes polled in two successive elections was
1 See " The Key to Freedom and Security in India/' by An Indian
Student of Political Science, Oxford University Press : £933,

